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NCAA Staff Interpretation 5

Leadership Training and |nterpretation:
Teambuilding Activities

The academic and membership affairs staff confirmed it is not permissible for an institu-
tion to pay expenses for the institution's team to scout a future opponent as entertain-
ment in conjunction with practice or competition. However, it is permissible for an institu-
tion's team to observe future opponents participating in the same event at the same site,
even if there are expenses associated with the observation.

References: NCAA Bylaws 11.6.1 (off-campus, in-person scouting prohibition); 16.7
(entertainment in conjunction with practice or competition); and staff interpretation (09/27/13, Item
No. e, which has been archived)]

NCAA Staff Interpretation

Conditioning and Expenses Outside the Playing Season

Thomas E. Yeager

Date Published: March 19, 2014

Commissioner
Iltem Ref: a

Kathleen Batterson .
: . Interpretation:
Senior Associate

Commissioner
The academic and membership affairs staff confirmed that it is not permissible to provide ex-

penses (e.g., travel, lodging, meals) to student-athletes in conjunction with permissible condi-
tioning activities that may occur outside the playing season during the academic year. Howev-
er, an institution may pay a fee related to the conduct of permissible conditioning activities
(e.g., fee for yoga instruction, fee related to a conditioning program).

kbatterson@cassports.com

Donna Jones
Assistant Director of
Compliance &

Student-Athlete Services
[References: NCAA Division | Bylaws 16.8.1 (permissible), 17.02.1 (countable athletically re-

lated activities), 17.1.6.2 (weekly hour limitations -- outside the playing season), staff interpre-
tation (5/4/12, Item a), and staff interpretations (8/23/96, Item b) and (5/31/2012, Item a),
which have been archived]
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2013-14 Drvizion I Championship Subdivision Foothall

Recruiting Calendar

Sun ‘ Mon \ Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

Quiet period: April 1-14

Evaluation period: April 15-30 * 168 evaluation days (216 for US. zervice academies) (excluding Memorial Day ard Sunday:) :elected at the discretion of the member
institation and designated m writing in the office of the director of athletics (see explanation below)

* An authorized off-campus recruiter may use ons evaluation to as:ess the prospactive student-athlete’s atkletics ability and one evaluation to asse:s the prozpective student-
athlete"s academic qualifications during thiz evaluation period Ifan institution’s coaching staff member conduct: both an athletics and an academic evaluation of the
Pprospect on the same day during this evaluation pertod, the institution shall be charged with the us2 of an academics svaluation only and :hall be permitted to conduct 2
sacond athletics evaluation of the prospect on a :eparate day during this evaluation period. Those days in April not designated for evaluation shall be conzidered a quist

period.
1 2 3 4 5
Quiet period:
April 1-14*
6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Yellow - Guiet period
Blue - Evaluation period

Note: This is a color coded visual of the recruiting calendar, please consider this when printing.
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Educational Column

Recruiting or Scouting Services Subject to Approval in Basketball and Football

Date Published: March 11, 2014
Iltem Ref: 1

Educational Column:
In the sports of basketball and football, NCAA Division | institutions should note an institution is not permitted
to subscribe to a recruiting or scouting service unless the service has been approved by the NCAA pursuant to

an annual approval process. If a service meets both of the following conditions, then the service must be ap-
proved by the NCAA in order for an institution to be permitted to subscribe to the service.

1. Meets Definition of Recruiting or Scouting Service.
A recruiting or scouting service is defined as any individual, organization, entity or segment of an
entity that is primarily involved in providing information about prospective student-athletes. This
definition includes but is not limited to:

a. Any service that provides information only to paid subscribers;

b. Any service that is only available to a select group of individuals (e.g., coaches), regardless of
whether there is a charge associated with the service; or

c. Any service that provides information to the public free of charge.
However, a recruiting or scouting service is not an individual, organization, entity or segment of an
entity that, incidental to its primary purpose, provides information about prospective student-
athletes that is generally available to the public (e.g., news media).

2. Requires a Subscription.
A recruiting or scouting service requires a subscription if:

a. Information about prospective student-athletes is provided only to paid subscribers; or

b. Information about prospective student-athletes is only available to a select group of individuals (e.g., coach-
es), regardless of whether there is a charge associated with accessing the information.

Even if a service meets the definition of a recruiting or scouting service, the service is not considered to re-

quire a subscription if a staff member must register with the service to access information about prospective
student-athletes but the service provides the same information to the general public at no cost.

Continued on Page 4
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Continued from Page 3
The following scenarios are intended to assist the membership in applying the above.
Scenario No. 1.
Information.

RecruitingService1.com offers an expansive online database that provides scouting information about high school and
preparatory school student-athletes exclusively to paid subscribers.

Analysis.

RecruitingService1.com meets the definition of a recruiting or scouting service and requires a subscription to access its
information. Therefore, the website would need to be approved by the NCAA for the institution to be permitted to sub-
scribe to the service.

Scenario No. 2.
Information.

ExampleShowcase.com is a prospect showcase operator that maintains an online database of its participants. These
profiles include the showcase participants' demographic information, individual statistics and highlight films. Access to the
showcase's website is limited to showcase participants and other paid subscribers.

Analysis.
ExampleShowcase.com meets the definition of a recruiting or scouting service because access to the showcase partici-

pants' profiles are available only to a select group of individuals and paid subscribers. Additionally, the website would
need to be approved by the NCAA for the institution to be permitted to subscribe to the service.

Scenario No. 3.
Information.

RecruitingService2.com offers a platform where high school and preparatory school student-athletes are permitted to cre-
ate an online athletics profile for distribution. The website provides the opportunity for these individuals to upload athletics
statistics and highlight film to their athletics profile. Although all of the website's information is available to the general
public, RecruitingService2.com requires individuals to create a username and password prior to accessing its content.

Analysis.

RecruitingService2.com meets the definition of a recruiting or scouting service; however, the entirety of its information is
available to the general public free of charge. Therefore, the website would not need to be approved by the NCAA for the
institution to be permitted to access the service.

Continued on Page 5
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Scenario No. 4.
Information.

ExampleRivalries.com is an online media website that publishes information regarding the top high school rivalries in the country.
As part of its content, the website profiles five high school student-athletes per week in its "Top 5" and displays their individual sta-
tistics and demographic information. Access to the website and its content is available to the general public.

Analysis.

ExampleRivalries.com does not meet the definition of a recruiting or scouting service because the information it provides about
prospective student-athletes is incidental to its primary purpose of covering competition between high school teams with historic
rivalries. Additionally, the website's content is available to the general public. Therefore, the website would not need to be ap-
proved by the NCAA.

Scenario No. 5.
Information.

RecruitingService3.com is an online database that compiles athletics and demographic statistics of high school and preparatory
school student-athletes. The website's information is available free of charge to any registered user; however, RecruitingS-
ervice3.com requires each registered user account to be linked to a collegiate institution's email account.

Analysis.

RecruitingService3.com meets the definition of a recruiting or scouting service and requires an institutional email address to ac-
cess its information about prospective student-athletes. This requirement limits the availability of its information to a select group of
individuals. Therefore, the website would need to be approved by the NCAA for the institution to be permitted to subscribe to the
service.

[References: NCAA Bylaws 13.14.3 (recruiting or scouting services), 13.14.3.1 (basketball and football), 13.14.3.2 (sports other than basketball
and football) and 13.14.3.3 (subscription limited to approved services -- basketball and football); staff interpretation (11/14/2013, Item No. a), offi-
cial interpretation (09/20/2013, Item No. 1) and staff interpretation (04/01/2011, Item No. a)]

C00000000000000000000000060000

Staff Interpretation
Leadership Training and Teambuilding Activities with Physical Components

Date Published: March 6, 2014
ltem Ref: a

Interpretation:

The academic and membership affairs staff determined that bona fide leadership training and/or teambuilding activi-
ties, conducted as part of life skills programming, that include physical components incidental to the leadership/
teambuilding exercise (e.g., carrying a teammate) may occur at any time (in season or out of season). Such physical
activities are not countable athletically related activities as long as they are separate and distinguishable from normal
practice or strength and conditioning activities, occur only on an infrequent basis and neither tactical nor technical in-
struction related to the student-athletes' sport is provided.

[References: NCAA Division | Bylaws 11.7.1.1.1 (countable coach), 16.3.1.2 (life skills programs), 17.02.1 countable athletically
related activities, 17.1.6.1 (daily and weekly hour limitations -- playing season), 17.1.6.2 (weekly hour limitations -- outside the play-
ing season) and 17.1.6.2.1 (institutional vacation period and summer); staff interpretations (5/4/12, ltem No. A) and (5/31/12, Item
No. A) which has been archived]
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